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More than half a century has passed since the museum was built in 1970, the year of the first world’s fair in Osaka, and
with Expo 2025 Osaka in April coinciding with the end of renovation, the museum will continue to offer a pleasant

viewing environment over the next 50 years and beyond. Highlights include the return of original bronze gallery interior
design, new exhibition room, and a room with a beautiful view.
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Return of SEN-OKU HAKUKOKAN MUSEUM : Return of SEN-OKU HAKUKOKAN MUSEUM Takeshiro Kanokogi Sesquicentennial -The Essence of Realism-

Masterpieces of East Asian Art from Sumitomo Collection ~ Other Forms of Modern Art in Japan

Y—a—FNERLmE| Grand Reopening Masterworks Exhibition |

IFoTCE-RERBTE WILZDEFS
4.26(+) — 6.8(H)

& #

Return of SEN-OKU HAKUKOKAN MUSEUM : Masterpieces of East Asian Art from Sumitomo Collection [1% E%%
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First in a series of masterwork exhibitions commemorating the museum reopening, this exhibition
introduces Japanese, Chinese, and Korean Buddhist art, paintings, calligraphy, tea ceremony
utensils, and other items handed down through the Sumitomo family that have been essential to
museum activities from the start. Whether long-renowned pieces of rare beauty or outstanding
works that have revealed their value over time, they give a different impression on each viewing, at
times sublime, at times gentle. A unique opportunity to rediscover the depth of the timeless
Sumitomo Collection, which resonates with all visitors.
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Return of SEN-OKU HAKUKOKAN MUSEUM : Other Forms of Modern Art in Japan
Jun.21[Sat.]—Aug.3 [Sun.], 2025
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Brings together masterpieces of modern art from the museum collection. Works of art that artists
labor over for exhibitions have been essential to modern art, leading the way to new eras of
expression, but in works that were commissioned by the head of the Sumitomo family for special

occasions or to entertain guests, we can appreciate art in a different context that calls to mind the
quiet diligence of artists creating work in line with the aesthetics of their patron. Also on display are
works created through the cultured exchanges of like-minded friends, in an exhibition that visitors
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may wish to return to again and again.
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Takeshiro Kanokogi Sesquicentennial -The Essence of Realism-
Sep.27 [Sat.]—Dec.14 [Sun.], 2025

EROBAREEIC AN EERRF LB BT AZIB(1874~194) OAEFIS0EEFTRLT.
NBOREZERPARAE TRALRZEOENELLTIIVAHERROEREY v =R—Ju-
O—J Y RICBALER REZOBFAEMIEC THRRBTOEE L EL LR IERICLD
MELTBNLES  EEF AR X BEZ I ERRIGREE-FRICAHO - 2O EME
DEHIBEECEE. ZOMIEELZEE TN LESOELIL ABRE I IV AHHRREERIED
RELZOTHE BIAEHELEBLTBNLET,

Marking 150 years since the birth of Takeshiro Kanokogi (1874-1941), who brought authentic realism
to modern Western painting in Japan, this retrospective begins with drawings from the artist's early
studies at the Tensai school of fine arts and Fudosha, moves on to his work under French classical
master Jean-Paul Laurens, and concludes with work during activities at Kansai Art Institute and
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other schools. Through Kanokogi, Shunsui Sumitomo (15th head of the family) was provided with
masterpieces by Laurens along with Kanokogi's own pieces, reproductions, and other Western

masterpieces. The exhibition traces the roots and development of French classical realism.
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Ancient Chinese bronzes
Apr.26 [Sat.]—Aug.17 [Sun.], Sep.27 [Sat.]—Dec.14 [Sun.], 2025
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The Sumitomo Collection has been synonymous with Chinese bronzes. Many visitors have
enjoyed the gallery for bronzes since 1970 when the first world's fair in Osaka was held, and the
reopening of SEN-OKU HAKUKOKAN MUSEUM in Kyoto introduces updated exhibitions.In the
four existing exhibition rooms capitalizing on interior spaces created by this modern
architectural gem, visitors can enjoy a multifaceted exhibition on fascinating bronze vessels that
reveal the consummate craftsmanship of ancient China.
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Some of the finest Chinese bronzes in the Sumitomo Collection are showcased in new display

cases here. Also on display here are introductory notes on Chinese bronzeware that guide
visitors on a journey through this captivating realm.
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Not to be missed, details from charming, animal-like figurines to intricate and eerie patterns that
cover the surfaces are an essential feature of Chinese bronzes. This room focuses on the
intriguing, fascinating patterns and motifs found on the vessels.
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Casting Technology ofAncient Chinese Bronzes (Tentative)
Sep.27 [Sat.]—Dec.14 [Sun.], 2025
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This exhibition presents the latest results of joint Japan-Taiwan research, drawing on excavated
molds and casting experiments to shed light on previously unsolved mysteries of Shang and
Zhou bronze casting techniques.
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Open Hours 10:00-17:00 (Last admission 16:30)

Admission Adults ¥1,000(Special Exhibitions¥1,200)

fee Students with ID ¥600(Special Exhibitions¥800)
Under 18 years old : Free
* A group discount applies for a party of 20 or more.
* Free for people with disability ID

Days Closed Mondays during the exhibition

(Open on public holidays, closed on the following weekday)
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Variety and utility of bronze vessels
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Here, visitors can gain an appreciation of what kinds of bronze vessels were created and what
purposes they served. The curiously shaped Chinese bronzes were used as tableware, drinking
vessels, water vessels, and musical instruments, which is also engagingly illustrated in this room
with videos that include digital content to show how they were once used.
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Eastward propagation
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Bronze culture originating in China made waves throughout East Asia, and these areas eventually
produced their own vessels. Here, the exhibition explores this eastward propagation, especially in

the case of mirrors that became popular, and presents bronze vessels from Japan and elsewhere.
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24 Shimomiyanomae-cho,
Shishigatani,Sakyo-ku, Kyoto,
606-8431 Japan
Tel+81-75-771-6411

City Bus lines 5, 93, 203 and 204:
Get off at “Higashitenno-cho”and
walk 200m to the east. Lines 32:
Get off at “Miyanomae-cho.”
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